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Georgia:




State of Georgia
State Entity: Georgia Office of the State Treasurer
Electronic Request for Information (“eRFI”)
Event Name:  Georgia Path2College 529 Plan (P2C) 
eRFI (Event) Number:  48600-DAS091416-0001
1. Introduction 

1.1. Purpose of Solicitation
This Request for Information (“eRFI”) is being issued to solicit information from interested suppliers with respect to, Georgia Path2College 529 Plan (P2C), for the Georgia Office of the State Treasurer (hereinafter, “the State Entity”) as further described in this eRFI.  The State Entity will use the information generated by this eRFI in conjunction with other information available to the State Entity to compare its P2C policies, product, program management and strategies to current industry practices to determine what improvements and possible procurement activities should be initiated by the State Entity to meet the following:
Our objective of this eRFI is to assure that the Georgia P2C Plan remains one of the top 5 of all direct-sold 529 plans in the U.S.  
The purpose of this eRFI is to solicit ideas and information about potential P2C enhancements or improvements (servicing, pricing etc.) over the State Entity’s existing P2C Program; currently managed by TIAA.  The State Entity is seeking to enhance its current vision and develop a roadmap for meeting its above stated objective. RFI recommendations should contemplate 5-year commitments with extension options.

For the purposes of understanding the State Entity’s current environment and providing a thorough response, the suppliers should consider the various management activities:  provide record keeping, administration, custodial/trust services, investment management, marketing and customer services, for the State of Georgia’s existing, Direct Sold, College Savings Plan (Qualified Tuition Program, as defined in Internal Revenue Code 529), the Path2College 529 Plan. All of these activities are performed in conjunction with state staff members of both the Office of the State Treasurer and the Georgia Student Finance Commission while managing the Plan.
1.2. Overview of the eRFI Process

The objective of the eRFI is to gather information to assist the State Entity in its consideration of available resources/methods to fulfill the need/goal identified above.  The eRFI method is not a competitive solicitation method and, as a result, does not satisfy the requirement for competitive bidding.  The eRFI method is no more than an information gathering tool and such information gathered may or may not be used by the State Entity to develop a competitive solicitation.  Suppliers are not required to respond to an eRFI and a supplier’s failure to respond to an eRFI will not prohibit the supplier’s participation in any competitive solicitation that may result from the eRFI.  However, suppliers are strongly encouraged to respond to eRFIs as this is a great way to ensure the State Entity is aware of the suppliers’ available goods and services.

1.3. Schedule of Events
The schedule of events set out herein represents the State Entity’s best estimate of the schedule that will be followed.  However, delays to the procurement process may occur which may necessitate adjustments to the proposed schedule.   If a component of this schedule, such as the close date, is delayed, the rest of the schedule may be shifted as appropriate.  Any changes to the dates up to the closing date of the eRFI will be publicly posted prior to the closing date of this eRFI.  After the close of the eRFI, the State Entity reserves the right to adjust the remainder of the proposed dates on an as needed basis with or without notice.  
	Description
	Date
	Time

	Release of eRFI
	 September 14, 2016
	N/A

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Deadline for Submitting Responses via Email 
	  October 4, 2016
	5:00 p.m. ET 


  State
1.4    State Entity Contact
Julissa Sullivan

Jsullivan@treasury.ga.gov 

(404) 232-1220
1.5     Definition of Terms

Please review the following terms:
Supplier(s) – companies desiring to do business with the State of Georgia.
State Entity – the governmental entity identified in Section 1.1 “Purpose of Solicitation” of this eRFI.
Any special terms or words which are not identified in this State Entity eRFI Document may be identified separately in one or more attachments to the eRFI.  Please download, save and carefully review all documents in accordance with the instructions provided in Section 2 “Instructions to Suppliers” of this eRFI.  
2. Instructions to Suppliers 
By submitting a response to the eRFI, the supplier is acknowledging that the supplier: 

1. Has read the information and instructions, 
2. Agrees to comply with the information and instructions contained herein.
2.1. General Information and Instructions
2.1.2.
Submitting Questions
All questions concerning this eRFI must be submitted in writing via email to the State Entity Contact identified in Section 1.4 of this eRFI.  

2.1.3.
State’s Right to Amend and/or Cancel the eRFI
The State Entity reserves the right to amend this eRFI.   Any revisions must be made in writing prior to the eRFI closing date and time.  By submitting a response, the supplier shall be deemed to have accepted all terms and agreed to all requirements of the eRFI (including any revisions/additions made in writing prior to the close of the eRFI whether or not such revision occurred prior to the time the supplier submitted its response) unless expressly stated otherwise in the supplier’s response.  THEREFORE, EACH SUPPLIER IS INDIVIDUALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR REVIEWING THE REVISED eRFI AND MAKING ANY NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE CHANGES AND/OR ADDITIONS TO THE SUPPLIER’S RESPONSE PRIOR TO THE CLOSE OF THE eRFI.  Suppliers are encouraged to frequently check the eRFI for additional information.  Finally, the State Entity reserves the right to cancel this eRFI at any time.  
2.1.4.
Costs for Preparing Response
Each response should be prepared simply and economically, avoiding the use of elaborate promotional materials beyond those sufficient to provide a complete presentation.  The cost for developing the response and participating in this eRFI process is the sole responsibility of the supplier.  The State will not provide reimbursement for such costs.

2.1.5.
ADA Guidelines
The State of Georgia adheres to the guidelines set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Suppliers should contact the Issuing Officer at least one day in advance if they require special arrangements when attending the Informational Conference (if any).   The Georgia Relay Center at 1-800-255-0056 (TDD Only) or 1-800-255-0135 (Voice) will relay messages, in strict confidence, for the speech and hearing impaired.
2.1.6.
Public Access to Procurement Records
Solicitation opportunities will be publicly advertised as required by law and the provisions of the Georgia Procurement Manual. The State Entity is allowed to assess a reasonable charge to defray the cost of reproducing documents. A state employee should be present during the time of onsite inspection of documents. PLEASE NOTE: Even though information (financial or other information) submitted by a supplier may be marked as "confidential", "proprietary", etc., the State will make its own determination regarding what information may or may not be withheld from disclosure.

2.1.7.
Registered Lobbyists
By submitting a response to this eRFI, the supplier hereby certifies that the supplier and its lobbyists are in compliance with the Lobbyist Registration Requirements in accordance with the Georgia Procurement Manual.
2.2. Submittal Instructions
Supplier responses must be submitted on the “P2C RFI Questions” attachment and sent via email by 5:00 p.m. ET on October 4, 2016 to:
Julissa Sullivan

Jsullivan@treasury.ga.gov
3.
Requested Information
 Please see attached, “P2C RFI Questions”.
4.
Additional Information
The State Entity may, at its discretion, ask one or more suppliers to provide additional information and/or meet with the State Entity to further discuss the supplier’s information.

5.  
List of eRFI Attachments

The following documents make up this eRFI.  Please see Section 2.2.2 “eRFI Review” for instructions about how to access the following documents.  Any difficulty locating or accessing the following documents should be immediately reported to the Issuing Officer. 
A. State Entity eRFI (this document)

B. P2C RFI Questions 
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